


When you picture a city, what do you see? Tall buildings, 

roads and cars? Of course you will find all those things in 

cities, but there is often a lot more to find if you look hard 

enough!  

 In this particular city, on a road called Oak Street, the 

houses and buildings all stand tall and close together, but 

at the end of the street there is a magnificent oak tree. The 

tree is older than most of the buildings and it guards the 

entrance to Acorn Primary School. 



Every year at Acorn Primary School, the head teacher sets a new 

challenge for all the children. On the first day of September, all 

the children race to school along Oak Street, excited to start 

their new quest. 

 This year, their challenge was a scavenger hunt! The head 

teacher had written a long list of things they needed to look out 

for throughout the year. She warned them it would take the 

whole year to find them all! 



Lots of the children scoffed and thought they could find 

everything much quicker. That was until they saw the list! It 

included things like snow, a squirrel burying nuts, birds singing 

and flowers blooming. Out of the window, all they could see 

was the sunshine gleaming off shiny skyscrapers. 

 “How are we going to find all this!?” they asked. 

 “Just keep your eyes and ears open and be patient,” said 

their headteacher. 

 And so, the children did as they were told. Every day they 

looked all around them, listened closely and even sniffed the 

air.



The first thing that everyone ticked off their list was puddles. 

After a week of school, the sunshine was hidden by clouds 

which brought a lot of rain! There were puddles all along 

Oak Street. Some children tiptoed around them to keep their 

feet dry, others jumped right in and splashing everyone 

nearby!



It rained and rained for days, and this eventually led the 

children to cross off their second item. One night the rain was 

particularly heavy, and a thunderstorm had come into town. 

The thunder rumbled and roared so loud, almost everyone 

heard it so could cross that off their list!  

 Unfortunately, Patrick didn’t hear the thunder. His ears 

didn’t work as well as other children and he had already 

taken out his hearing aid, ready for bed. But Patrick was lucky 

enough to be by a window when the lightning struck! A quick 

flash and it had gone, most children missed it, but Patrick 

crossed it off his list.



A few weeks later, the weather started to get colder and the 

leaves on the great big oak tree started to change colour. 

Rohan was the first to see a yellow leaf. Emilia was the first to 

see an orange leaf. Sarah was the first to see a red leaf. But 

Arjun was the first to tick off seeing a fallen leaf from his list! 

He almost missed it and stepped right on it on his way to 

school, but then heard the crunch of the leaf under his foot. 

This was a clear sign that Autumn had arrived!



In November, brother and sister Aaron and Anya were in 

the park on a Sunday afternoon when they spotted a fluffy 

grey squirrel scurrying down a tree trunk. They watched as 

it buried acorns and nuts in the ground. This is the squirrel’s 

way of keeping their food safe for the next season. 



And of course, the next season is winter. Winter began in 

December with colder weather and shorter days. Sometimes it 

would be getting dark as early as half past three, when the children 

were leaving school and marching along Oak Street.  

 At play time, all the children kept glancing up at the old oak 

tree. For weeks it had been dropping its leaves and they were all 

waiting patiently for the last one to drop so they could cross it off 

their list. It finally happened on a Tuesday break time. Mohammed 

spotted it, cheered and alerted everyone, “the leaf has dropped, 

the tree’s branches are all bare, cross it off, cross it off!” 



After the Christmas holidays, the temperature had dropped to 

below zero degrees. This meant it was cold enough for water to 

freeze and so the puddles turned to ice.  

 It’s hard to say who saw it first, in fact you could say that 

none of them saw it as Charlie, Kiara and Emily all skidded 

straight across it on their way to school. They bumped into Noah 

and Josh as they fell and managed to knock them over too! 

 Luckily none of the children were badly hurt. In fact, they 

were quite pleased that they could cross ice off their lists! 



A few days afterwards, the snow arrived! In between building 

snowmen, throwing snowballs and making snow angels, all 

the children crossed snow off their list.  

 As the snow began to melt and turn from muddy slush 

to puddles, spring arrived. This meant, warmer, longer days 

and new things to look out for!



Soon leaves start growing back on the trees and flowers of all 

different colours were blooming around the city. Cassandra 

found tulips growing in a window box, Natalia spotted bluebells 

in the park and Zack found daffodils by the school fence.   



Wildlife started to creep into view too. Olivia and Jack 

noticed a little caterpillar crawling along the leaves on the 

oak tree.  

  



Rita sat outside reading a book one day and a red ladybird landed 

on her page. She didn’t really find the ladybird, the ladybird 

found her, but she could still cross it off her list!  

 Lots of children saw bees buzzing around flowers too. 

Aneesha was unlucky enough to be stung by one, though that 

wasn’t on their checklist!  



As spring became summer, the days were even longer, sunnier 

and warmer! This happens every year, as the Earth moves around 

the sun. In summer time our part of Earth is tilted slightly more 

towards the sun so we get more light and warmth. 

 Everything seemed to be in bloom and full of life now! 

Some of the caterpillars were now butterflies – Alfie was the first 

to see one as it fluttered past him on his way home from school. 



With the sunnier weather, the children played outside 

more, and some had even begun climbing the giant oak 

tree! From up there they saw birds’ nests and even birds, 

though they usually flew away quickly when the children 

started climbing!



By the end of the school year, everyone had ticked most 

of the items off their lists and had discovered a lot more 

about the wildlife and weather of their city and how it 

changed with the seasons. They all noticed things they 

had never seen before and hoped to cross off even 

more items next year! 
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